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Monthly statement of inspection of the Chinese and Japanese district 
of San Francisco, Cat. , April, 1903. 

[Summary of reports to the Surgeon-General.] 

Population of Chinatown, 13,000 a (estimated at this season). Chinese 
leatbs during the month, 48 — 2 by violence; for the same month of 
1902, 44 — 1 by violence. Annual death rate for the month, 42.46, as 
compared to 39.69 for the month of April, 1902. 

Causes of death. 



Pulmonary tuberculosis 22 

Carbuncle on nucha 1 

Mitral insufficiency 1 

General tuberculosis 3 

Pneumonia, delayed resolution 1 

Epithelioma of neck 1 

Diphtheria 1 

Tubercular peritonitis 2 

Chronic interstitial nephritis 2 

Cardiac dilatation 1 

Aneurism of aorta 1 

Gunshot wound of back 1 



Opium poisoning .• 1 

Aortic insufficiency 2 

Articular rheumatism 1 

Chronic nephritis 1 

(Edema of lungs 1 

Beriberi 1 

Acute nephritis 1 

Abscess of liver 1 

Aneurism of arch of aorta, with rup- 
ture into pericardial sac 1 

Carcinoma of neck 1 



Statement of the inspection of buildings. 

Buildings reinspected 1,12& 

Booms reinspected 8, 050 

Persons inspected 8, 115 

Morbidity report. 

Sick inspected 222 

Cases seen and prescribed for at the Oriental Dispensary 40 

Cases of clinical plague 



Necropsy report. 



Bodies necropsied 

Bodies showing plague infection 

Number passed, not requiring necropsy. 



17 



31 



a The population of Chinatown does not remain the same throughout the year. In 
April and May, when large numbers of Chinese laborers depart for the fish canner- 
ies in Alaska and the ranches in the State, the population dwindles appreciably and 
should be estimated at about 13,000 for April. These people return in October and 
November. Many of them, particularly those from Alaska, show evidences of de- 
privation of food and of hard work under unhygienic conditions. Among the return- 
ing canners beri-beri of a fatal type is frequently recognized. Fortunately, this is 
not a beri-beri country, and this infection has never been known to gain lodgment 
in the Chinese quarter. 

The number of Chinese in this city at this season has been rightly estimated at 
13,000, but San Francisco draws upon a much larger population for its sick, many 
cases from the country being sent in for treatment. It would therefore seem unjust 
to reckon the death rate upon any basis of less than 20,000 population. 
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Disinfection. 
Places disinfected with carbolic acid and chloride of lime 3, 034 

Report of the bacteriological examination of rats. 

Rats caught alive and delivered at laboratory 209 

Eats found dead and delivered at laboratory 60 

Eats showing lesions of phosphorus poisoning 25 

Rats showing plague infection 

Total number examined 269 

Inspection. 

The second systematic inspection of the Chinese and Japanese quar- 
ters was completed early in the month. Some of the places in which 
plague cases have occurred in the past, however, have been inspected 
as many as six times since the beginning of the work on February 10, 
1903. Of late it has been thought best to divide Chinatown into five 
districts and to assign a medical inspector to each district, the plan 
being for each inspector by daily rounds to familiarize himself with 
the needs of his district and by kind treatment to come in closer touch 
with the people. 

As usual, the greatest mortality during the month resulted from 
pulmonary tuberculosis, there having occurred 22 deaths from this 
disease alone. This is what one would expect, considering the condi- 
tions which obtain in the Chinese quarter. Nearl} 7 all the lodging 
houses are poorly constructed, being without provision for sunlight or 
ventilation. The rooms are small and overcrowded, some of them 
being underground. Windows are the exceptions, and the doors are 
kept constantly closed. Added to this, the sedentary life, the eating 
of poor and improperly prepared food, the habit of expectorating on 
the floors, render their habitations a hotbed for all manner of infec- 
tions, especially the infection of tuberculosis. 

Precautions against rats. 

It is believed that the Chinatown rats have either been destroyed in 
large numbers by the prepared bane or have been driven to other 
fields by the strong chloride of lime and carbolic acid used in disin- 
fecting the place. But few have been seen recently, and only a small 
number have been trapped in the limits of this district. The field of 
operations — that is, the area in which poisons are placed — has been 
widened and made to include the sewers for several blocks on the out- 
skirts of the district. 

Repairs and improvements. 

In addition to the work of the medical and sanitary inspectors, there 
are on duty in Chinatown two or three experienced plumbing inspect- 
ors employed by the board of health, who make a thorough investiga- 
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tion of the plumbing in the district. They serve notices to abate nui- 
sance on the owners and tenants and report the number of corrections 
made each week. During the month there were 63 plumbing nuisances 
abated, and 171 more were reported as undergoing correction. The 
work of tearing down unsanitary frame structures and other additions 
to buildings continues with a much larger force of laborers employed. 
At a meeting early in the month the board decided upon the condem- 
nation of the frame additions to 26 buildings and determined to close 
others to human habitation until thoroughly repaired or remodeled 
by the owners. Thus the campaign for cleanliness has progressed 
satisfactorily. 

Respectfully, 

Rupert Blue, 
Past Assistant Surgeon. 
Respectfully forwarded: 

A. H. Glennan, Surgeon. 

Measures for checking smallpox in northern Maine (Canadian harder). 

Surgeon Kalloch at Portland reports, May 16, as follows: Acting 
Assistant Surgeon Nichols reports under date of May 10 a second case 
of smallpox discovered by him at his point of inspection and sent to 
the pesthouse at Jackman, Me. 

Acting Asst. Surg. J. M. Boothby reports from Lowelltown, Me., 
the inspection of 54 persons and 15 vaccinations since the last report. 

Statistical report of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and 

monthly. 

California — Fresno. — Month of April, 1903. Estimated popula 
tion, 15,000. Total number of deaths, 24, including enteric fever 1, and 

3 from tuberculosis. 

Oakland.— Month of April, 1903. Estimated population, 83,000. 
Total number of deaths, 86, including diphtheria 4, enteric fever 1, 
and 11 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Sacramento. — Month of April, 1903. Estimated population, 30,000. 
Total number of deaths, 38, including diphtheria 1, enteric fever 1, 
and 8 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Florida — Tampa. — Month of April, 1903. Estimated population, 
20,000. Total number of deaths, 25, including enteric fever 2, and 

4 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Georgia — Augusta. — Month of April, 1903. Estimated population, 
42,441. Total number of deaths, 53, including diphtheria l,.and 3 
from tuberculosis. 

Indiana. — The monthly statistics of the State board of health show 
there were 2,737 deaths in the State in April. This is 322 fewer than 
occurred in the preceding month and 79 fewer than occurred in the 



